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1. Compassion: Hearing
the repulsive out cast, Jesus
was filled with compassion;
was moved with pity, Mk.
1:40, 41. He touched this
loathsome and repulsive leper.
There was a comfort in that,
for others fled from him. The
touch of Jesus was a touch of
acceptance and assurance. His
compassion has been trans-
lated into action, Jesus healed
him.

2. Identification: Jesus
identifies himself with the
people who were like shep-
herdless sheep that mean the
scattered sheep strayed from
the great and good shepherd
Mk. 6: 32-34. He had com-
passion upon the spiritually
hungry masses and those who
are devoid of proper spiritual
leadership. Because a sheep
without shepherd cannot find
the way. Jesus identified with
situation of the hungry shep-
herdless mass and moved to
action. He taught the spiritu-
ally hungry masses and satis-
fied their hunger for spiritual
things.

3. Concern: Jesus had con-
cern for the city of Jerusalem;
therefore, he wept over it, Lk.
19:41-44. His tender sympa-
thy with human sorrow is the
feature of his character which
makes him so dear to human-
ity as the Divine Friend. He
had compassion upon the city

The gifts of the Holy Spirit are given to

66

the church for the mission in the world.
Holy Spirit is the presence of God in the 99

world. He is God outgoing as a member

of the triune Godhead.

visions of the Triune God
for the Transiormational Mission

that rejected him, the city over
which the judgment of God
was looming large because
of its spiritual arrogance, re-
ligious egotism, deep-seated
hypocrisy, heartless cruelty
etc. Jesus was moved not only
emotional; he was compas-
sionate and even wept. Jesus
acted beyond mere weeping;
He taught the spiritually hun-
gry masses and satisfied their
hunger for spiritual things and
went over and died in bitter
forgiveness.

Christ, a person more
beautifully has been portrayed
in the New Testament records,
really incarnated to the needs
of man, in other words, God
became true man is seen in
his action, which means, he
did more than mere weeping
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and feeling compassion. He is
the word-mediated. He is the
center and connecting point of
word and action. His compas-
sion moved him to action.

Josh McDowell says, “If
God became a man, then we
would expect him to live more
perfectly than any human who
has ever lived.” This has be-
come so true in the life of Je-
sus while having compassion
followed by action. He is the
God of compassion whom
every human should see be-
hind their mission. It means
the compassion and willing-
ness must fall into the ground
and die. Moltman said, “God
weeps with us so that we may
one day laugh with him”.
Outside the church, people
like Mahatma Gandhi, Raja-
ram Mohan Roy and Swami
Vivekananda acknowledged
Christ. Many more admired
and followed Jesus Christ as
their model and example. Our
understanding of Jesus as the
suffering God must become
the motivating factor behind
all our actions and missions.
As Jesudas Athyal said, “Our
identity is grounded in our
understanding of who Jesus
Christ is.” At the same time
the words of M. J. Joseph is

unforgettable, “The challenge
of the Risen Christ is to com-
fort people in agony and frus-
tration. He is capable of mak-
ing his presence felt even in
a closed door.” The vision of
weeping God who incarnated
in the human form should be
the driving force behind our
entire mission.

1. The Empowering God

In the post-modern context
the word mission is no longer
specifically ‘Christian’. It has
been widely used by people
of other faiths and in secular
realms. When Rajiv Gandhi
started his campaign on sci-
ence and technology he con-
stituted technology mission.
All our foreign consulates are
called missions abroad. When
USA launched its war against
Iraq, it was called mission to
liberate Kuwait. We are also
familiar with the Ramakrishna
mission and mission of other
faiths.

What is, then, Christian
mission? It our total response
to God. It is God’s mission,
‘missiodei’ and it begins with
God. Living God is a mis-
sionary God. He loves the
whole world and want to see
everything reconciled to him
through Jesus Christ. Humans
are privileged to participate
in his mission. Mission is,
‘God’s ‘yes’ to the world’ and
‘our solidarity with society’.
Mission is also “no” to the
world: an expression of our
opposition to the forces that
opposes the reign of God.

The gifts of the Holy Spirit
are given to the church for the
mission in the world. Holy
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Spirit is the presence of God
in the world. He is God outgo-
ing as a member of the triune
Godhead. Sharing with the
Father and the Son the quali-
tative aspects of personality,
deity and infinity, He, too, is
‘light and love’. The fruits of
the Holy Spirit are the sprit’s
gifts to the world through the
presence of the community of
faith that embodies the fruits.
Through which Holy Spirit
creates high potential respon-
sive people.

The world today is in need
of recognizing the spiritual
gifts of the Holy Spirit because
Holy Spirit can only enable
and qualify everyone to func-
tion adequately. Moreover, the
world today is in desperate
need of the fruits of the Holy
Spirit such as love, joy, peace,
patience, kindness, goodness,
faithfulness as mentioned by
Paul in Gal. 5:22, because the
world is fallen from the stan-
dards of God. Lazar Mathew
says, “Basic human values
such as love, honesty, care for
one another, equality, non-vi-
olence, tolerance, justice and
peace are inseparably related
to the great art of living suc-
cessfully and harmoniously
in society.” Such fruit in the
power of the Holy Spirit will
radically transform. It will
fundamentally alter — the re-
alities in which we live today.
Ivy Singh observes, “...God’s
mission is not only for a sec-
tion of the humanity, but for
the ‘life’ of the whole human-
ity and God’s entire creation”.
Therefore, it is necessary to
have a vision of the God who
dwells in us, empowering us
to do his mission in his way.

In summing up, our world
is fallen and deformed. It
needs to be transformed. In-
dividuals with vision are be-
ing called to be the agents of
transformation. At this con-
text, transformational mission
becomes both what we are
and what we do which means
it involves both our words and
deeds. What is being carried
out is the core of this mis-
sion. To have a clear mission
that brings transformation, it
is necessary to have the vi-
sion of triune God. John Stott
rightly views, about vision, “it
is an act of seeing, of course,
an imaginative perception of
things, combining, insight and
foresight.” Thus the vision of
agonizing, grieving and em-
powering God is crucial to our
mission because the one who
participates in God’s mission
is a missionary who shares the
vision of the triune God and
works with him and for him.
Moreover, such people go out
to bring about a radical trans-
formation in the community,
that is to say the vision of God
makes the real difference with
our mission. o
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Indian-American boy wins
$100,000 in top US quiz show

WASHINGTON: An In-
dian-American teenage boy
has won $100,000 in a top US
quiz show. Sharath Narayan, a
sophomore from Madison, Al-
abama, won 'Jeopardy! Teen

tournament', the most coveted
quiz show of the country by
defeating two other finalists
Alex Fischthal and Michael
Borecki, who came second
and third, respectively.

EUROPE

UK public wants Queen Elizabeth to pay on
her own for palace repairs

LONDON: Thousands of
people have signed an online
petition calling for Queen
Elizabeth II to pay nearly 370
million pounds for repairs to
Buckingham Palace from her
own pocket instead of resort-
ing to taxpayer funds.

The "Make Royals Pay
for Palace Renovation" was
created on 38 Degrees cam-
paign site and has gathered
88,389 signatures within days
since the UK government an-
nounced on Friday that the
British monarch's London
home would undergo a 369
million-pound essential refur-
bishment.

The 90-year-old monarch
will remain in residence dur-
ing the work, which is set to
begin in April next year.

The Queen's household
budget was awarded a 66 per
cent pay rise to pay for the
10-year refit of the palace in
central London, designed to
future-proof the ageing build-
ing.

"There is a national hous-
ing crisis, the NHS is in cri-
sis, austerity is forcing cuts
in many front line services.

Now the Royals expect us to
dig deeper to refurbish Buck-
ingham Palace. The Crown's
wealth is inestimable. This is,

in a word, outrageous," says
the petition addressed to the
UK Chancellor.

The Queen's personal
wealth is estimated at 340 mil-
lion pounds and she privately
owns Sandringham House and
Balmoral Castle in the UK.

The petition wants the re-
pair funds to go out from there
rather than the Crown Estate
revenues, which go to the UK
Treasury and a percentage of
which is then passed on to the
Queen as a Royal Grant.

EUROPE

Angela Merkel says she wants to run
for 4th term as German chancellor

BERLIN: Germany's
Angela Merkel told leading
members of her conservative
Christian Democrats (CDU)
on Sunday that she wants to
run for a fourth term as chan-
cellor in next year's election,
senior party sources told Re-
uters on Sunday.

The 62-year-old conserva-
tive is widely seen as a stabi-
lising force in Europe amid
uncertainty after Britain's vote
to leave the European Union
and as a bastion of Western

liberal values after the elec-
tion of Donald Trump as the
next US president.

ASIA

Demonetisation:
33 deaths since government
scrappedRs 500 Rs 1000 notes

In the past week since the
central government scrapped
Rs 500 and Rs 1,000 notes
in a bid to weed out black
money, 33 deaths have been
reported across the country
that can be directly or indi-
rectly linked to the sudden
demonetisation move. While
a few deaths have been out of
shock, as alleged by the fami-
lies of the deceased, some
deaths are claimed to be ow-
ing to exhaustion after stand-
ing for long hours in serpen-
tine queues. There have also
been reports of suicide and
even a murder over demoneti-

sation in West Bengal.

On Wednesday, too, cha-
otic scenes and long queues
were seen outside banks and

GULF

ATMs across the country as
people rushed to withdraw or
exchange notes to pay their
every day bills.

Sharjah book fair sees Wldespread medla coverage

Sharjah: This year’s Shar-
jah International Book Fair
saw widespread media cov-
erage, attracting 8,000 news
clippings in more than 20 lan-
guages during its 11-day run,
organisersclaim.

The book fair, which ran
from November 2 to 12 was
by far the biggest and most
successful since it began 35
years ago. Held at Sharjah’s
Expo Centre, the fair hosted
1,681 publishing houses and
saw 2.31 million visitors— a
record among book fairs in
the UAE. Sales of books to-
talled Dh176 million.

The fair’s official hashtag,

#SIBF2016, recorded more
than 1 billion impressions on
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English and Arabic social me-
dia sites. Workshops by au-
thors at the fair helped gather
media coverage.

The fair has “strongly
proved that books still enjoy
the greatest attention and in-
terest of intellectuals, thinkers
and journalists, as they form
the cornerstone of the prog-
ress of communities and na-
tions”, said Ahmad Bin Rak-
kad Al Ameri, Sharjah Book
Authority chairman.

Al Ameri thanked media
professionals and journalists
— including foreign corre-
spondents — columnists and
social media stars who cov-
ered the book fair.

SAUDI PRINCE
AL WALEED SAYS
WOMEN MUST DRIVE

Riyadh: An outspoken
billionaire Saudi prince has
called for an “urgent” end to
his country’s ban on women
driving. Al Waleed is an un-
usually outspoken member of
the Saudi ruling family who
holds no political posts but
chairs Kingdom Holding Co,
interests of which include US
banking giant Citigroup and
the Euro Disney theme park.
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LAST DATE: 2016 DECEMBER 31

Answer within 30 days using the name
of the Book, Chapter and Verse.

CORS IR CORNDNC

The first prayer in the Bible. The Devils prayer and it's answer?
The servant of God who gave a blow to Jesus?

What is ICCU. Where is the proof for that in the Bible?

The proof for the earth is round and rotating?

Where is the proof for TV in the Bible?

The name of the shuttle taken man FIRST to moon?

The relation between Jesus and the Ark of Noah?

How many months in a year and days for a year?

9. The proof for the First World War?
10. Who suffered a lot when the prodigal son came back to his father?

You may have to answer ten more questions when you finish this.
Contact: P. J.John
Phone: 0474 2464713; 813 705 0888
Email: georgebbcf@yahoo.com
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MATRIMONIAL

PENTECOSTAL PARENTS IN-
VITES MARRIAGE PROPOS-
AL FOR THEIR DAUGHTER
(WIDOW - NO CHILDREN), - 35
YEARS 5°-3” FARE & BEAUTI-
FUL WORKING NURSE IN SAU-
DI MINISTRY. PREFER PENTE-
COST GROOM, HANDSOME
FROM REPUTED FAMILY. AGE
BETWEEN 35-39 -5°-4” TO 6’-
QUALIFIED & WORKING. AC-
CEPT WIDOWER WITH CHIL-
DREN, BUT NOT DIVORCED.
CONTACT: INDIA: 9446756030,
9594904034.
USA:+1-407-232-3876
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Email: sunny53joseph@gmail.com
Phone: +91 9958256002.
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PoSTED AT RMS, THIRUVALLA,
PoSTING DATE: ON 10/12/2016
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- Our church helps

new immigrants
settle in the beautiful city
| of London, Canada.

PHILADELPHIA FEllOWSIP CHURII

LONDON, ONTARIO, CANADA

OUR VISION: CONNECTING WITH GOD AND
CONNECTING WITH PEOPLE.

weekly programmes

Worship Service: 10:30 a.m.—12:30 p.m.
Sunday School: 9:45 a.m.-10:30 a.m.
Tuesday Prayer Meeting: 7:30 p.m.
Friday meeting: 7:30 p.m.

Youth Meeting:

Alternate Saturdays: 6:00 p.m.
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PASTOR JOY PUNNOOSE

aRAUOEW0 scwuagf_ :

9447552723

(519) 266-4671 or (226) 224-4500
Email: joypunnoose@usa.net

Weh: www.philadelphiachurchlondon.com
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